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land, and it made use for that purpose of the Royal
Academy at Delft, a school recently created to edu-
cate engineers and students of commercial science
for the benefit of the whole empire. In 1842 an
ordinance provided that the diploma required for
admission to the civil service of the Indies should be
given only to men who had passed at this school an
examination in the geography and ethnology of the
Islands, the Javanese and Malay languages, Moham-
medan law, etc. But the plan was not altogether
a success, for the school was unable to supply the
number of officials required, and hence the Govern-
ment was constantly obliged to appoint to the service
men who had not passed the examination. Moreover,
the institution fell into many difficulties of a political,
personal, and general nature. The Liberals com-
plained that it was a nursery of Conservatives; there
was a quarrel over it between members of the Cabinet;
the professor of Javanese was accused of subordinat-
ing everything else to his own subject; objections
were raised against educating engineers and Eastern
civil servants in the same school; and finally the
Dutch in the East Indies complained bitterly of a
system which did not permit any preparation for the
service except in Holland. These causes forced a
change, and in 1864 the institution at Delft was trans-
formed into a purely polytechnic school, while an
entirely new system of selecting the officials was
introduced.